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76th Annual SDCCW Convention—April 17-19, 2015
On Our Calendar
 April 17-19, 2015
SDCCW Convention,
Columbus, GA
 September 9-12, 2015
NCCW National Convention, Orlando, FL

“Be not afraid. Come
Home to Council.” That’s
the theme of the 76th
Annual Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women Convention to be
held April 17 through April
19 in Columbus, GA.
We’ll have sessions on
service, spirituality and
leadership, as well as a

Rosary on Friday, Saturday Vigil Mass and a Banquet on Saturday evening.
Even though we have a
full meeting and session
schedule for you, you’ll
have time to enjoy the
local scenery and attractions of Columbus.
You won’t want to miss
this dynamic meeting with

your Council sisters.
Start packing. We’ll see
you there!
For more information on
the convention, turn to
pages 10-11 of this edition of the Council Post or
the convention website
www.columbus-deanerycouncilofcatholicwomen.net/convention.

In Memoriam—Gail Johnson, Past SDCCW President
In this Issue
Deanery News

2

Commissions

7

NCCW 95th Anniversary

8

Savannah Deanery Retreat

9

NCCW News

9

Convention News

10

NCCW 2015 Convention

12

Gail Clarke Johnson, Past
SDCCW President, died on
December 2, 2014, leaving a legacy of service
and leadership for her

Council of Catholic Women sisters to follow. Gail
faithfully served CCW on
her parish, deanery and
diocesan councils in various capacities, including
most recently as Savannah CCW president from
2006 until 2008.

years of service as a computer programmer, Gail
began her career as a
tour guide in Savannah.
Her love of local history
and enthusiasm for sharing that knowledge
brought her rave reviews
from her clients.

A 1961 graduate of St.
Pius X Catholic High
School in Savannah, Gail
attended Savannah State
College and BryanStratton College in Boston, MA. After retiring
from Union Camp with 33

She leaves behind her
husband of over 50 years,
children, grandchildren,
siblings, aunts, uncles, inlaws, cousins and friends.
Please keep all of them in
your thoughts and prayers.
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Albany Deanery News—Jean Courson, President
Life is an opportunity, benefit
from it.
Life is beauty, admire it.
Life is bliss, taste it.
Life is a dream, realize it.
Life is a challenge, meet it.
Life is a duty, complete it.
Life is a game, play it.
Life is a promise, fulfill it.
Life is sorrow, overcome it.
Life is a song, sing it.
Life is a struggle, accept it.
Life is a tragedy, confront it.
Life is an adventure, dare it.
Life is luck, make it.
Life is too precious, do not
destroy it.
Life is life, fight for it.
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

No Report

Augusta Deanery News—Eleanor Willingham, President
Augusta Deanery located in
Augusta Georgia currently
has two affiliate parishes.
As of January 31 there will
be only one, St. Teresa of
Avila in Grovetown. Former
members of Most Holy Trinity have now moved their
membership to St. Teresa’s
CCW.
St. Teresa CCW has been
busy this year. They sold
carnations to decorate the
altar for All Saint’s Day.
Some of the proceeds will go
toward expenses for the Diocesan Convention.
The parish held an All Saints
Day Festival, on October 31,
which the CCW ladies participated in by manning 2
booths – a bean bag toss
and a basket ball toss.
Plans are to do this again
next year.
Fr. Ingram, the pastor, asked
the ladies of the CCW to
spring clean the parish kitchen. A great job was done by
the ladies.
Many of the women of CCW
also helped serve the Troop

dinner on Veteran’s Day and
the parish Thanksgiving dinner. They will be serving
soup and sandwiches after
Stations of the Cross, for the
first Friday in Lent. They are
planning on a parish yard
sale in the Spring. Some of
the proceeds will go toward
their church building fund.
The Ladies of the CCW are
also involved in other church
ministries including Lectors,
Eucharist Ministers, Choir,
Ushers, Altar Guild, Prayer
Shaw Ministries, and Ladies
Auxiliary of the Knights of
Columbus, Wednesday Night
Dinners and many more.
St. Joseph’s rummage sale
was November 8th. They
were able to raise half of
their budget needed for
2015. They also had a bake
sale on November 22nd.
Their Christmas party was
held December 6th at Red
Lobster. Instead of exchanging gifts they decided to donate the gift money to the
charity of their choice.

flection starting with Mass
on January 24. Two of the
priests of the parishes will
be the speakers. They are
starting a new campaign by
sponsoring a Coupon-Friend
day.
After a lot of discussion and
prayerful thought, St. Joseph
has decided to withdraw
from NCCW, SDCCW, and
ADCCW as of January 31st
2015. The current board
has not decided on whether
they will be attending the
convention in April. Their
dues have been paid for the
year.
Their reasoning for withdrawing was because of
their inability to recruit
younger members who could
travel to meetings. They
want to leave the possibility
open for renewing membership at some future time.
They will continue as a ladies group to carry out their
yearly schedule of events
and continue to support
their benevolent causes.

They will host a Day of Re-

Columbus Deanery News—Faye Crawford, President
The Fall Deanery meeting
was held on Saturday, November 1. Holy Family CCW
hosted the meeting. The
main topic of discussion was
the 2015 convention.
St. Anne CCW members
have participated in several
charity walks including
Strolling for Your Colon and

Relay for Life.
St. Benedict CCW hosted a
movie night for the children
in the parish.
Holy Family CCW held a rosary in November for the
deceased parish members
and another rosary in January for Pro-Life concerns.

All of the affiliates participated in the 40 Days for Life
and collected baby booties
for the local March for Life.
St. Anne CCW and Holy Family CCW continue to serve
meals at a local homeless
shelter, while St. Benedict
CCW focuses on its parish
food program.
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Macon Deanery News—Ramona Mastrangelo, President
Happy and Blessed New
Year to my Sisters in Christ.
The Macon Deanery is currently comprised of 4 active
affiliates: Holy Spirit,
Sacred Heart, St Joseph and
St Peter Claver as well as 3
inactive affiliates
Immaculate Conception, St
Juliana and St Patrick. Each
active affiliate’s members
continue to support their
parishes being involved in
multiple ministries as well
as living their faith. Social
injustice and human trafficking continues to be a strong
part of our community outreach.

At our fall board meeting, we
adopted a new seminarian,
Nate Swan. Nate is fairly
new to the Catholic faith
having come into the church
at St. Joseph in 2012. He
quickly committed to serving
as an adult acolyte and was
accepted into the seminary
in Emmetsburg, MD this
past fall. Almost simultaneously with this new addition
to our seminarians, we lost
Patrick Tunnell who had
come to St. Joseph to spend
a pastoral year. Thankfully,
he has remained on as our
Youth Director but needs
prayers. We must continue
to pray for our priests and
vocations to the priesthood.

A nominating committee to
recruit a new slate of officers for the deanery was also
put in place at the Fall
Luncheon. The current slate
of officers will finish their
term this spring. It has been
a wonderful three years
serving the Macon Deanery
as president. I appreciate
the support and mentorship
I received during my tenure
and will continue to stay
active in my affiliate as well
as the deanery.
We look forward to a new
year full of changes and
challenges. May God continue to bless us in all that we
do.

Savannah Deanery News—Lorraine Eachus, President
St. Anne in Richmond Hill
held a cookie exchange and
is in the process of producing a Parish Cookbook that
hopefully will be available in
the spring. In November
they had a red, white and
blue theme for Veterans’
Day.
In December, Richmond Hill
has a Tour of Homes and
they provide a Tea for this
function that doubles as a
fundraising project.
In mid-December members
of the CCW went to the Midway Museum Tour and Tea
and enjoyed the history and
of course the tea.
At their January meeting
they had a guest, Linda
Molhoyt, from the Thrifty
Three who gave a demonstration of accessories and
jewelry.
The parish continues to par-

ticipate in “Caps for Love”
and their store now provides
gifts for the parishioners
which let them give generously to their charities.
St. Peter the Apostle held a
Fall Frolic as a fundraiser
and their council donated
$100 to provide cookies to
accompany the dinner. They
also donated $100 to sponsor a hole for the annual St.
Peter Golf Tournament held
on Wilmington Island to
raise funds for tuition assistance.
In October, the CCW cooked
and served their annual Spaghetti Dinner for their seniors; afterward that all enjoyed the fellowship.
Many of the members participated in “interface Hospital”
by cooking meals and
providing company and gifts
to our guests for the two

week stay in our parish. At
Thanksgiving, they prepared
a full dinner and packed a
food box for a needy family.

gift to the Carmelites, we
made a Christmas donation
of $200 to their building
fund.

St. Peters participated in
Home Instead’s program by
being a “Santa to a Senior”
for 20 seniors in nursing
homes by purchasing
clothes and gifts that they
requested.

At our December meeting we
had a Christmas buffet and
played a Christmas quiz
game. Both Monsignor
Costigan and Fr. Paul joined
us for the fun. Then we presented them with gifts of
coffee and some personal
money.

There was a need in our parish for a single mother and
her 3 children who would
otherwise not be able to
have Christmas. We provided gifts for each of them and
groceries and a gas card.
Our council sponsored the
Children’s Christmas Party
for the parish along with the
Knights of Columbus who
cooked breakfast. We had
Santa and games and treats
and lots of fun.
Besides our usual monthly

St. Boniface has 25 active
members of the CCW and all
women in the parish are
encouraged to assist at our
fundraisers.
In September was had our
Tea Party which was well
attended and raised over
$900 for our charities. In
October, they sold their
crafts at the Chicken Dinner.
(Continued on P4)
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Savannah Deanery News (Continued from P3) — Ramona Mastrangelo, President
Our Cook Book was published and is currently
being sold; we have made
over $700 in this effort.
In November, the CCW
held our Craft Fair with
proceeds going to debt
reduction. That group
also made the 200 tags
for the Barren Tree which
supplied gifts to needy
children.
In addition to Truetlen
House and Carmelite
monthly donations, St.
Boniface also gave a
check to the Effingham
Animal Shelter, the Outreach Program that helps
needy families and the
Poor Box which adds food
to our pantry.
St. Francis Cabrini sent 2
more checks to the Carmelites and also sent a
2nd box of school supplies
to Rwanda. At their November meeting, one of
their parishioners, Jack
Imber, talked about career
as an international disposer of unexploded explosives & abandoned military ordinance. It was interesting and sobering
learning about the extent
of the problem.
The CCW volunteered at
the Parish Council meeting to hostess the
church’s Hospitality Sunday for the end of February. Fr. Gabe had previously introduced a votive
candle area during the
first weekend of Dec. and
has offered the upkeep
and profit to the CCW. We
have collected over $275
this first month, but we
are still modifying the process and need to firmly
decide on where the money is to go.

Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist continues to make
sandwiches and provide
diapers for the Social Apostolate once a month.
They made a donation to
the family of a local girl
named Genevieve. Her family is raising funds to obtain
a service dog for her.
A donation of $100 was
sent to the NCCW. There
was also a very successful
bake sale in November. An
Angel Tree was set up in the
cathedral for the Social
Apostolate. They were able
to provide everyone who
attended the Christmas
Luncheon with a stocking
containing personal items,
fast food gift cards and candy. It was a great hit with
the clients.
A number of us helped to
prepare and serve dinner at
Bishop Hartmeyer’s home it was for a group of 10 who
purchased the dinner at the
Heritage Gala last year. We
have another coming up in
February. The CCW volunteered as ushers and
helped with a catered reception at this year’s Pre-Gala
Concert.
We held a Christmas Party
for our members and the
Bishops and other Cathedral
personnel.
Some of our members provide and tend to flowers and
plants outside of the rectory.
St. James continues their bimonthly sandwich preparation for the Social Apostolate. The CCW donated a
large American Flag and
stand to be placed in the
conference center of the
Parish.

A successful bake sale in
November netted proceeds
to go to the Carmelite Building Fund and the IHM Retirement Home. The “We
Are One” collection in November raised $42 to go to
NCCW.
Shoe boxes for the Operation Christmas Child project
were filled and wrapped at
the Nov meeting. 123 boxes were delivered to Savannah Christian for overseas
distribution by Samaritan’s
purse.
Their December Christmas
Party featured Kim Polote
and her accompanist, David
Duckworth. It was enjoyed
by all who attended. Members provided wine and
heavy hors d’oeuvres.
“Bottles for Babies” began
the first week in January.
Proceeds will go to the Savannah Care Center. Next
weekend we begin the second leg of our pro-life activities – the spiritual adoption
of babies. Parishioners will
receive prayer cards to pray
daily for 9 months for an atrisk pregnancy. We will display posters showing the
development of our babies.
In January, 55 shawls were
blessed and given to the JC
Lewis Cancer Center for use
by those undergoing treatment.
The Caps of Love drive has
been literally overwhelming.
February is heart month and
our theme is GO RED FOR
WOMEN. We are encouraging all women to wear red to
the meeting which will focus
on the American Heart Association program for women.
In addition, we are putting
red flowers on the altar to

remember loved ones that
we have lost to heart attack
and other cardiovascular
diseases.
Resurrection of Our Lord
hosted the fall meeting and
was pleased with the members that assisted with the
planning, preparing the
menu, decorating the Parrish Hall and serving. The
prayer for the month of October was to pray for an end
the violence in our community. A donation was made
to our Parrish building fund
debt elimination campaign.
November’s Prayer commitment is to pray for the poor
and commit to assisting
with providing food for the
poor especially during the
months that donations decrease. The Auxiliary voted
in addition to provide can
goods and non-perishable
items as part of our tithes to
our Parrish, that members
would bring items for our
“Beans, Peas and Jelly”
campaign. To increase the
amount of protein, members will bring peas, beans,
other forms of proteins and
jelly to go with the many jars
of peanut butter donated to
Social Apostolate. At the
November meeting 9 members committed and paid to
attend the Deanery retreat
hosted by Saint James Auxiliary. The Auxiliary committed to provided Split Pea
soup for the retreat.
December’s prayer was for
the joy of Christmas to continue through the entire
year. At the December
meeting the auxiliary decided to not host the coffee
house social for February to
move to another month so
as not compete with the
retreat. (Continued on P5)
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Savannah Deanery News (Continued from P4) - Lorraine Eachus, President
Each member will invite
one other person from the
Parrish to attend the
deanery retreat. The members all agreed to send
cards to at least 5 people
on the Parrish sick and
shut in list. A monetary
gift was given to Father
Robert Chaney.
The auxiliary will move the
February meeting time to
an earlier time to attract
more morning mass members and to accommodate
members who attend two
masses or leave and return to the Parrish for
meetings on meetings
day.
Blessed Sacrament was
delighted to host this
year’s Deanery Christmas
party and we were delighted for all those that could
join us. We enjoyed a delicious meal, beautiful singing from the Blessed Sacrament children’s choir,
wonderful door prizes, and
even a serenade from
Bishop Boland! It was a
great time and we thank
our Blessed Sacrament
CCW committee members
that worked hart to pull it
off.
We hosted the second
annual Peaceful Vigil
Fundraiser to sell raffle
tickets for a reserved pew
and parking spot at the
very busy Christmas Eve
children’s Mass. We
raised almost $400,
which we have put towards our CCW’s pledge
to our capital campaign.
Ladies from the CCW (and
many of their children)
came together to put up

the tree and decorate the
rectory for Christmas for
Father Brannen. It ws a
great way to get in the
Christmas spirit.
Our Donut Sunday committee continues to provide
refreshments after Masses
on the first Sunday of the
month during the school
year and are happy to have
partnered with the parish
life committee to share this
responsibility.
Once a quarter, the CCW
assists with preparation of
sandwiches for the homeless at the Inner City Night
Shelter.
We continue to do a door
prize raffle at each monthly
meeting and designate the
proceeds from the $1 raffle
to the National CCW “We
Are One” campaign.
The CCW annual Mass was
Sunday, January 11 at
10:30 am, where our ladies
served in all capacities at
Mass including ushers, cantors, lectors and Eucharistic
Ministers. We sat together
at Mass and received a special blessing for our new
officers and all ladies. Our
first monthly meeting of
2015 followed the Mass.
Our CCW members continue
to comprise the Blessed
Sacrament Bereavement
Committee, that brings
nourishment and comfort to
families in our parish who
have lost a loved one.
Our Evangelical Outreach
Committee is helping find
ways for our CCW to be
more of a prayerful support
mechanism to our parish.
We sell holy reminder items

at Donut Sunday, coordinate
cards of prayer to RCIA and
First communicants, provide
baptismal packets to new
families, and reach out to
our adopted seminarians.
Blessed Sacrament Membership committee assists
with getting messages out
to CCW members and prospective members about the
goings-on of CCW and ways
to get involved. They also
update our CCW page on
the parish website, add our
events to our parish calendar and keep our Facebook
page up to date.
Our cookbook committee
promoted our cookbook
sales throughout the holidays, as we have many new
families each year, and
have been very pleased with
this ongoing fundraiser.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Since
we met back in April we had
our May meeting that we
ended with our installation
of new officers.
We had a pretty quiet summer except that we honored
the Military during the week
of the July the 4th. We had a
spot light on the Welcoming
Home to the Troops sign
and the American Flag. We
also had red, white and blue
lights on a bush beside
them.
The officers met in August to
get our calendar outlined for
the year. We have some
good plans for the year. The
big one is to have our annual ladies retreat on November 8th. We will have information go out in each of
your church's bulletin if you
would like to come. The
Knights from our parish will
prepare lunch for us again

like they did last year.
We also are getting our
Prayer chain back on line.
Our ladies are purchasing
some books for the youth
that are going to RCIA that
is called You Cats.
St. Benedict the Moor Our
monthly meetings are held
on the 3rd Sunday of each
month after 9 o’clock am
mass, September thru May.
Members choose their birthday month to donate can
goods to the shelter and
social apostolate.
Our Annual Tea Party has
been cancelled to April 12,
2015.
We donated flowers on the
altar for the month of May
at Our Parrish.
We donate funds yearly to
the:


Notre Dame Academy
School



Carmelite Nuns of Savannah



The Heritage Fund



Restoration of our Parrish



Social Apostolate



The Church 140th Anniversary



The Monsignor Burke
Scholarship



The Old School Building
Car Raffle



The Bishop Annual Appeal

We have members that do
Perpetual Adoration weekly.
We had 15 members to
attend the last Convention.
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Savannah Deanery News (Continued from P5) - Lorraine Eachus, President
We donated funds to the
youth of our Parrish for their
summer outing.

Communion candidates and
their families in the month
of May.

We are in charge of the annual breakfast for the First

We are in the process of
planning our Annual Tea

and our Day Trip.
Some of our members are a
part of the bereavement
committee.

Statesboro Deanery News—Deanna Hodnicki, President
No Report

Valdosta-Brunswick Deanery News—Betsy Fischer, President
Valdosta Brunswick Deanery
is currently made up of four
affiliate parishes: St. Stephen’s in Hinesville, St. William on SSI, St. Francis Xavier in Brunswick and St. John
in Valdosta.
Our winter meeting was held
in Hinesville. “Christmas in
South Hinesville” was our
theme. We had Mass with
our spiritual advisor and the
St. Stephen’s choir. What a
great time we had!
Those in attendance were
invited to a luncheon and a
sing along. We were enter-

tained by the choir and
joined in for Christmas carols.
We had a short meeting afterwards. There was much
discussion about our checking account and the possibility of moving to a savings
account to save the bank
charges each month. Our
plan is to have another
meeting in the next month to
discuss convention.
St. Stephen’s hosted African
American Reflection Day on
Saturday, January 31, 2015.
Fr. Cheney was the guest

speaker. A luncheon followed.
The ladies of the Valdosta
Brunswick Deanery are involved in all other ministries
of the church and will continue to do a wonderful job at
each of their parishes this
year. Several of the affiliates
will host luncheons, dinners,
and wine & cheese socials. I
know that the ladies are
always there to help their
priest in any way they possibly can. We all look forward
to this year, a year full of
great things.

Before you speak, it is necessary for you to listen,
for God speaks in the silence of the heart.
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
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Spirituality—Dr. Eleanor Willingham, Chair
The Spirituality Commission
(Church and Legislation)
reinforces faith and supports
service to the Church and to
the world through discipleship and spiritual growth;
and encourages legislative
advocacy at the local, state,
and national levels, guided
by Catholic social teaching.
After reviewing reports on
spirituality across the diocese, I found that the ladies
of the church are continuing
to reinforce their faith and
support services to the
church. Their commitment
has been untiring. However,
a broader perspective on
how we can all enhance our
church and legislative initiatives through this commission need to be examined.
We are Called to Witness,
which has been advertised
throughout the year by the
National Council of Catholic

Women is one resource that
can be used to tremendously help broaden our work
through this commission on
the local, state, and national
levels. It is guided by Catholic social teaching and designed to help members and
affiliations discover and actively participate in sharing
the Good News, the Joy of
Jesus - - - the New Evangelization.
There are nine topics that
are designed especially for
Councils of Catholic Women
to provide an overview of the
New Evangelization, with
specific suggestions to implement the program in CCW
Affiliations. It’s a must read!
All are excellent! The topics
are as follows:


Finding the Joy of Jesus
in Yourself



Sharing Your Faith with
Other Catholics



Hospitality and Welcome



Hearts to Love and
Hands to Serve



Holy Days



Reaching Out to Young
Women in College and
Beyond



Faith Sharing in Everyday Life



Social Justice Shows
God’s Love



Learning Never Ends

Contents of the “Called to
Witness” may be found on
the NCCW website and reproduced without adaptation
for personal use or educational purposes.
1 Samuel 3-10: Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.”

God of peace, bring
your peace to our violent world: peace in
the hearts of all men
and women and
peace among the nations of the Earth.
—Pope Benedict XVI

Service—Lyn Seifert, Chair
No Report

Leadership—Betsy Fischer, Chair
No Report
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NCCW Celebrates 95 years of Service
Washington, D.C., March 16,
2015—National Council of
Catholic Women celebrates
95 years of service to the
Catholic Church and to society; women’s councils
across the country celebrate
On March 4, 1920—the
same year women won the
right to vote—women representing parishes and women’s organizations from all
across the country gathered
in Washington, D.C., to create a national women’s
council. The National Council
of Catholic Women was
founded by the U.S. Catholic
bishops to give Catholic
women a common voice and
an instrument for unified
action, to ensure Catholic
representation on national
issues, and to stimulate and
encourage every existing
women’s organization.
Dr. Rebecca Woodhull, President of NCCW, commented,
"The National Council of
Catholic Women works to
fulfill not only the U.S. Bishops’ purposes for us but also
to fulfill the message of the
Second Vatican Council's
closing statement on women: ‘[A]t this moment when
the human race is undergoing so deep a transformation, women impregnated
with the spirit of the Gospel
can do so much to aid mankind in not falling.’”

NCCW consists of thousands
of Catholic women and affiliated Catholic women's organizations in parishes and
dioceses throughout the
United States. Some quick
facts about the National
Council of Catholic Women:

tion to the quarterly Catholic
Woman magazine and the
monthly Connect enewsletter; annual convention; an avenue to network
with Catholic women across
the country and abroad; and
more.



Past President, Patty Johnson, who is currently Chair of
the Spirituality Commission,
stated, “For over 50 years
the National Council of Catholic Women has been, for
me, a pathway to strengthen
my faith and answer my baptismal call to serve. The sisterhood formed with Catholic
women united in purpose
has enhanced my love for all
God's people. I believe the
future of NCCW is bright as
we continue to act with the
Joy of the Gospel.”

NCCW is represented at
the biannual meetings of the
USCCB, the United Nations,
the World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organizations
(WUCWO), the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering, and
other prominent Catholic
organizations.



NCCW is a founding
member and participant with
the Religious Alliance
against Pornography.



NCCW partners and collaborates with other Catholic
groups such as Catholic Relief Services, Cross Catholic
Outreach, Center for Missing
and Exploited Children and
Catholic Climate Covenant.



NCCW offers its members: spirituality, leadership
and service opportunities;
programs and resources
such as We Are Called to
Witness, an aid to the New
Evangelization for women
(available in both English
and Spanish) and Women
Healing the Wounds, a resource to prevent domestic
violence; annual subscrip-

The National Council of
Catholic Women acts
through its membership to
support, empower and educate all Catholic women in
spirituality, leadership and
service. NCCW programs
respond with Gospel values
to the needs of the Church
and society in the modern
world.
For more information, please
contact Loraine Bennett at
703-224-0990 or lbennett@nccw.org.
(95th Anniversary Press Release, NCCW)

Check out some of the 95th Anniversary photos from Province, Diocesan,
Deanery and Parish Council celebrations on the NCCW Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/nationalcouncilofcatholicwomen
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Savannah Women Are Now Stronger After Retreat
The Savannah Deanery
Council of Catholic Women
sponsored a retreat for all
women on Saturday, February 21 at St. James Catholic
Church in Savannah. The
theme was "Stronger: Finding Hope in Fragile Places".
Over 100 women attended
and left reassured that God
is stronger than everything.

The presenter was Dr. Eleanor Willingham, Third VicePresident and Spirituality
Commission.
Chair for the Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women and President of the
Augusta Deanery CCW.
Dr. Willingham is holding the
microphone while Kay Dolan

from St. James
reads from her group's notes
about being stronger. Julie
McGrath from South
Carolina is standing in the
background. For more information on the Council
of Catholic Women, go
to www.nccw.org or www.sdccw.org.

News from NCCW
Save the date for NCCW National Convention: September 9–12 in Orlando, FL! You
won’t want to miss the fellowship, inspiration and dynamic speakers at National
Convention.
Are you an individual member of NCCW? If not, have
you considered joining as an
individual member and sup-

porting NCCW? Ask your affiliate president or visit
www.nccw.org for more information.

we strengthen each other.

Visit www.nccw.org for more
information on NCCW, news,
tips and tools for you and for
your affiliate.

Like NCCW on Facebook for
up to date news and information at http://
www.facebook.com/
nationalcouncilofcatholicwomen.

Pray for all members of
NCCW daily. Through prayer,

Follow NCCW on twitter too!
@catholic_women

Prayer for the Membership of the National Council of Catholic Women
Lord, we thank you for the countless blessings You have bestowed on the National Council of Catholic Women over these many years, since the first call of the bishops in 1920. We thank you for the
many gifted women who have served, and those who continue to answer the call to serve You, and
Your Children through NCCW.
As members of the National Council of Catholic Women, You have called us to be workers in Your
vineyard. We pray for the graces we need to be courageous and loving leaders in the Church. We
pray that NCCW, may receive the necessary resources for continued growth and financial stability.
May we be good stewards of the monies we receive. We seek Your guidance, Lord, to make good
financial decisions and use the funds available wisely. May we always use the funds obtained for
the building up of Your Kingdom as we continue to serve the needs of others through our programs.
Lord, we place our needs in Your hands. We ask all these things through Our Lady of Good Counsel, Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women.
Amen
by Denise Pencola
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SDCCW Convention— April 17—19, 2015, Columbus, GA
The Ladies of the Columbus Deanery
are excited to invite you to join them at
the 76th Annual Savannah Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women Convention
to be held April 17 through 19, 2015
in Columbus.
Registration will be at the hotel on Friday afternoon, but all other events will
be held at the St. Anne Church campus. The rosary will begin at 5:30 on
Friday afternoon.

Jane Carter will be the Leadership
speaker. Fr. Justin Ferguson will be the
Spirituality speaker. Katie Byers with
St. Anne Outreach will be the Service
speaker. The service project for the
convention will be to bring toiletry
items and/or new underwear for children, teens, and adults. These items
will be donated to St. Anne Outreach.
Start saving your dollars for the traditional basket raffles at the convention.

We also hope to have some vendors at
the convention on Saturday.
The hotel is available at the special
rate starting Thursday night. We are
not arranging any tours, but please
contact Faye Crawford if you want any
information about the National Infantry
Museum, the Columbus Naval Museum, etc. prior to traveling to Columbus.

Things to do in Columbus, GA
What’s there to do in Columbus, GA?
There are more places to see and
things to do than you might expect!
The National Infantry Museum—
www.nationalinfantrymuseum.org
At the National Infantry Museum and
Soldier Center, you’ll find the Dignity
Memorial Vietnam Wall and exhibits
with artifacts and Infantry history from
the American Revolution until present
day. The $100 million dollar facility is
located just outside of the Fort Benning, Maneuver Center of Excellence,
the home of the Infantry.
National Civil War Naval Museum—
www.portcolumbus.org
Telling the story of sailors, soldiers,
civilians, both enslaved and free, and
how they were affected by the Navies
of both sides, this museum is the
home of the largest surviving Confederate warship, the CSS Jackson, as
well as several other replicas of note.
Also shown at the museum are rare
artifacts, including Admiral Farragut’s
two star insignia, and models of some
of the more famous naval vessels.

CocaColaSpace Science Center Columbus State University—
www.ccssc.org
Visit this state of the art center which
houses the Challenger Learning Center, the Omnisphere Theater and the
Mead Observatory. Located in uptown
Columbus along the scenic Chattahoochee Riverwalk, close to the Ironworks
Convention and Trade Center and the
Historic Columbus District, you’ll enjoy
the interactive exhibits and displays .
Columbus Art Museum—
www.columbusmuseum.com
You’ll enjoy the Chattahoochee Legacy
Gallery which showcases the history of
the area, the Art Gallery and the current exhibits, which include Chattahoochee Cooking, Troublemakers and
Trailblazers, Beyond the Grid/Into the
Sublime—A New View of Minimalism
and Memories Cabinets: An Exhibition
of Fascinating Gadgets from the Vault
of the Museum.
The Columbus Museum is one of the
largest museums in the Southeast with
emphasis on local history and American art. Opening it’s doors in 1953,
the museum expanded to 89,00

square feet in 1989, and houses the
original museum, formerly the Bradley
Home, an interactive children’s gallery,
a 300 seat auditorium, a large atrium
and multiple galleries with permanent ,
rotating and special exhibits.
Chattahoochee Riverwalk—
visitcolumbusga.com/visitors/attractions/chatta
hoochee_riverwalk
Following the banks of the Chattahoochee River, this 15 mile linear walk
takes you on a journey of discovery
through Columbus.
Oxbow Meadows Environmental Learning Center—oxbow.columbusstate.edu
A hands-on interpretive center with
displays of mounted specimens and a
small live animal collection, the Oxbow
Meadows Environmental Learning Center also hosts two walking trails. Enjoy
your visit to this beautiful site located
in a hardwood wetland in a bend in the
Chattahoochee River.
Find more places to see and things to
do at the Columbus Convention and
Visitors Bureau online at
visitcolumbusga.com.
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Convention Schedule
Friday

Saturday

Sunday

2:00 pm—4:00 pm Registration,
Fairfield Inn & Suites
5:30 pm Rosary, St. Anne Church
7:00 pm Welcome Party "A Salute to
SDCCW” , St. Anne Church Visitation
Hall

9:00 am—Noon Convention Meetings,
St Anne Church Visitation Hall
Noon—1:15 pm Lunch on your own
1:15 pm - 2:45 pm Leadership with
Jane Carter, St Anne Church Visita
tion Hall
5:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass,
St. Anne Church
After Mass Banquet and Music
St Anne Church Visitation Hall

8:30 am Sunday Breakfast
St Anne Church Visitation Hall

After Dinner until 11:00 pm Hospitality
at Fairfield Inn & Suites

Our convention service project is to
bring toiletry items and/or new underwear for children, teens, and
adults. These items will be donated

SDCCW President Josine Harrell addresses the January Board Meeting.

Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
76th Annual Convention

April 17—19, 2015
Columbus, GA

Be Not Afraid ….
Come Home to Council
Faye Crawford , Columbus Deanery President, tells January
Board Meeting attendees about convention plans.
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The Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women is comprised of 7 Deaneries with 31
affiliated Catholic women's organizations in

Council Post
Savannah Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

parishes throughout the Savannah Diocese.
The Deaneries are: Savannah, Augusta, Valdosta-Brunswick, Macon, Columbus, Albany

Susan Igel, Editor
1904 Byrnes Rd
North Augusta, SC 29841

and Statesboro. Our affiliates, through their
time, talent and stewardship, support the Na-

Email: susanigel@gmail.com

tional Council of Catholic Women (NCCW).

Find us on the web at sd-ccw.org
Like us on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/
SavannahDiocesanCouncilOfCatholicWomen

NCCW Mission Statement:
The National Council of Catholic Women
acts through its members to support, empower and educate all Catholic women in
spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW
programs respond with Gospel values to
the needs of the Church and society in the
modern world.

2015 NCCW Convention, September 9-12 in Orlando, FL
Join over 600 Catholic
women from across the
United States at NCCW’s
2015 Annual Convention
September 19-12, 2015 In
Orlando, FL. The spirituality will be uplifting, the
energy will be invigorating
and the camaraderie will
be unbeatable. Start getting involved today.
Let your voice be heard in
your CCW, your parish,
diocese and community.
Start the conversation
before the convention by
connecting through Facebook and Twitter and add
your voice to the voices of

Catholic women throughout the country.
If you’ve never attended a
NCCW National Convention, this year is a great
year to do so. It’s in Orlando, so you can drive if
you don’t like to fly. Ask
your Council sisters
who’ve attended past
NCCW conventions to
share their experiences
with you. You’ll be happy
you asked!
Attending Mass with over
500 Catholic women is an
inspiring and awesome
experience.

Be a part of this exciting,
energizing, uplifting and
informative event. Keep
checking for more information at the NCCW
webpage: www.nccw.org.
Do you have a NCCW or
SDCCW Convention story
to share? Send it to
susanigel@gmail.com
and it may be included in
a future edition.

Let us be renewed
by God’s mercy …
and let us become
agents of this mercy,
channels through
which God can water
the earth, protect all
creation and make
justice and peace
flourish.
Pope Francis I

